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LITERARY GUILD—MARCH SELECTION 


Bowen, Elizabeth. The Heat the Day. 
Feb. 21, 1949. 372p. $3.00. 


England blitz shakes loose the patterns personality 
fom their comfortable moorings. Stella Rodney, 
longer young, has settled her life into the grooves satis- 
factory cohabitation with Robert Kelway, Dunkirk vet- 
eran. the hermetically sealed habitat her 
fellow, importunately insisting that she give 
Robert, and, presumably, take with him. His argu- 
ments are thorned with unsavory allusions Robert’s 
upon Stella that Robert traitor his country. 
interviews Harrison with Stella are masterpiece 
suspense. They build pressure the writing with 
such gradual intensity that the reader finally tempted 
lash out, break violence definite conclusion. 


The other characters the book serve for the most part 
foils for heightening and highlighting the drama the 
principal three. Stella’s soldier son, Roderick, and Robert’s 
mother and the Kelway clan, emphasize the wartime social 
dislocation and readjustment from the family point 
view. Louie, the war widow whose Tom away the 
fighting, and Connie, the A.R.P. Warden, illuminate the 
over-all atmosphere disjointed living which the 
played. 


The term “action,” however, may prove misleading. 
the physical sense, there practically none. The 
clash minds, not bodies. The word, the tone, the 
look, the gesture, are, for the author, but springboard 
into the meticulous searching soul. this, doubt, 
many will note her resemblance Henry James. Like 


Knopf. James’ characters, Stella, Robert and Harrison not col- 


lide the dust and heat gross events. Nor the 
friction personality personality the effect chance 
compulsion unconscious drive. anything, these peo- 
ple are altogether too supremely self-conscious, too scrupu- 
lously aware their motives, too searching their study 
reaction. For this reason, the book may demand pa- 
tience the reader. 


Unfortunately, the author has allowed her extraordinary 
mastery prose fall occasional victim mechanical de- 
vice. Italics thump like the hammers emphasis almost 
How Robert You don’t imagine which could, 
you know, happen playing the fool There 
are some typically Jamesian turns phrase. Stella says, 
“What (again the italics) is, extremely When 
asked what eats, Harrison replies: “Pretty much what 
there where am, according course certain amount 
when” (and yet again). 

Finally, Gallicisms abound prolific clichés liter- 
ary tea. Ernestine looks “just little Connie 


forced from her newspapers “as distraite 
bird”; Louie defers droit seigneur over any 


newspaper entering the house”; Robert looks others 
with “égaré disassociation from other people.” all 
seems just little too, too arriére pensée. 

Yet these are but the peccadillos style formation. 
Miss Bowen’s gift for prose should eliminate them once 
she lets her writing run. present, still too perfectly 
marshalled, too sophisticate, free. The same may 
said concerning the tendency overdo the inwardness 
her approach, where time should very shortly strike 
perfect balance. 


| 
| 
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The nature the subject matter necessarily limits The 
Heat the Day mature readers; its method restricts 
readers who are willing patient with the slow 
exfoliation its story. 

West Baden College, 

West Baden, Indiana 


Marquand, John Point Return. 
Brown. Feb. 21, 1949. 559p. $3.50. 


abacus, this the sixteenth novel published 
Mr. Marquand, although the list given the page facing 
the title-page this work lists only eight, and includes 
only “Haven’s End” his excellent earlier stories, in- 
cluding the delightful series involving the astute Mr. 
Moto. Mr. Marquand has reason ashamed 
those earlier works; and certainly, the Mr. Moto stories 
should not passed over any account the develop- 
ment one our top-ranking novelists. The technique 
which was developed that series mystery tales has 
certainly contributed the almost painful suspense which 
created this simple story man who wanted 
vice-president bank. And that, the reader 
warned, very inept way speak what may well 
considered Mr. Marquand’s best and most mature 
work. Point Return very good novel indeed, 
and herewith recommended, without reservation, 
the discriminating reader; fact, every reader. 


* 


Little, 


For this Point Return mere fictionalized case 
history that species homo americanus which native 
New England; story told with masterly skill 
writer who has mastered his art and knows how keep 
his listener-reader engrossed until the last minute, the 
last page. 


One Monday morning, Charles Gray was driven down 
the suburban station catch the eight-thirty Grand 
Central, with his wife the wheel their 1940 Buick, 
and both them painfully aware that had reached 
that point his career from which there was return; 
the vacancy was there, and either their friend and 
neighbor Roger Blakesley would get the promotion; and 
that promotion depended their future: their home, 
their children, themselves. The decision was not made 
finally until the following Friday evening. The novel 
the story what happened between Monday and Friday, 
and all that led this critical period the life 
Charley Gray. 


Charley Gray product small Massachusetts town 
—here with appropriate allusion named Clyde—which 
had once been ship-building center, port for sailing 
ships; town which the social distinctions between 
ship-owner, ship master, sailor, rigger, storekeeper 
persisted with only minor variations and more delicately 
adjusted stratifications based pedigree and possessions. 
Family lineage was, course, the more important con- 
sideration; one might have wealth, did Francis Stanley 
who owned the brass-works; but that itself was not 
enough; one might trace one’s ancestry back the town 
founders; but depended the status one’s great- 
great-great grandfather what level one was reckoned 
present; and, spite the over-simplifications 
the social anthropology students from outside, was 
Malcolm Bryant, this social stratification did not mean 


Bowen 
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you were any better worse than any other citizen 
Clyde; only meant there were certain limits the 
scope your associations. 


The Grays were well connected. Charley’s 
had been wealthy Judge Vernon Gray. But the firs 
Gray Clyde had been merely the captain the ship 
which the Lovells were the owners. Charley’s father, 
John Gray, was popular with the whole community—he 
was elected captain the Pine Trees, the volunteer fire. 
able, man who “could have been anything wanted,” 
had wanted to; man mildly impatient traditions, 
restless, reckless with money and promises, indubitable 
charm; but weak. had married well, with 
Marchby’s daughter, Esther, who had brought him small 
dowry save selfless understanding love which protected 
and pampered him, love that had deepened into devo. 
tion the years their life together grew 


was happy marriage which their three children, Sam, 
Dorothea and Charles, were slow appreciate. Sam, 
the eldest, rebelled against his father’s casual promises, 
never good things come; although his 
mother indulgently explained that all these things—a 
pony, catboat, new suit clothes, membership the 
Shore Club, trip Poland really what 
his father wanted them have they could have had 
them. Sam only knew that his father lost every dollar 
that came into his hands succession adventures 
into the stock market. Dorothea and Charles shared their 
brother’s resentment, but less intensely perhaps because 
less intimately affected. Sam was killed World War 


Charles was put through Dartmouth College his Aunt 
Jane. Returning Clyde, was employed 
ant accountant the town’s largest remaining industry, 
brass-fittings plant. met and fell love with the 
Vassar-trained daughter Clyde’s leading family, the 
Lovells. “get ahead,” left Clyde enter stock 
brokerage Boston. From there eventually goes 
New York clerk the trust department con- 
servative and influential banking house, protegee 
one the vice-presidents, Arthur Slade. His romance 
with his home-town Juliet (her name was Jessica), 
wrecked circumstances and her father’s civilized but 
unrelenting opposition the “unsuitable” 
haps Charles had known that such outcome was 
inevitable. any rate, meets and marries the secre- 
tary one the bank’s clients, and fortunate and 
successful marriage. and Nancy are close middle 
age with two children, Bill and Evelyn, nine and thirteen 
years age respectively, when the story opens. 

this time, Charles Gray one two assistants one 
the five vice-presidents the Stuyvesant Bank. 
has bought thirty-thousand-dollar home, complete with 
mortgage, suburban development; and has only 
recently returned from leave-of-absence with the army 
during the war, during which attained the rank 
lieutenant colonel. 

The other assistant vice-president had come into the 
Bank during Charley’s wartime absence and he, Roger 
Blakesley, also lives Sycamore Park, belongs the 
same club, rides the same commuters’ train. But 


ley, though married, childless; and has 
Harvard-Business-School approach his business 
The two are rivals for the vacancy left the tragic death 
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Arthur Slade; but rivals decent, self-controlled 
and mutually-respecting manner. 


Charley knows that, this stage his career, does 
not receive the promotion, will have leave the 
Bank, begin all over again. the point his life from 
which there can return. And the tension that 
develops the course this novel over the outcome 
this rivalry tribute the masterly skill Mr. 
Marquand novelist, story-teller superior ability. 
than any his tales Mr. Moto. Your rapt interest 
the tribute accomplished artist. 


Within the framework this skilfully contrived novel, 
the whole story Charley Gray told. And the story 
oblique and sound comment “society” and 
“business,” life that based materialism which 
practical not dialectic. particularly notable 
the credibility and penetration into its characters and 
their motivations. They are all decent human beings, 
enmeshed tangle ambitions, worries, petty fears 
and pointless maneuverings. They happen people 
particular stratum; essentially, they are different 
any other men and women. 


all his previous novels (with the possible—and this 
reviewer will admit only 
Wickford Point), there discernible malice bitter- 
ness Mr. Marquand’s portrayal the persons his 
drama. They are they are and what they are because 
they are each human and have, each their own, weak- 
They are neither paragons nor perverts. They 
are people like those know. can recognize them, 
least part, among our acquaintances. And that Mr. 
preserves tranquillity his relations them, 
his portrayal them, rare virtue writer these 
days. true, the proverb has it, that “still waters 
tun then this can called deep book; for is, 
certainly, deeply interesting; and there great deal more 
beneath its surface excellence than you will find most 
current fiction. think that Point Return Mr. 
Marquand’s best work date, and that very, very 
What’s more, think you will think too. 
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Dollard, John. Caste and Class Southern Town. 
Second edition. Feb. 16, 


The only change made this edition Doctor Dollard’s 
work, which first appeared 1937, the addition 
six-page preface. Spending five months 1935-1936 
agricultural town, attempts present dynamic view 
its social life and gain insight into the motives which 
caused and preserve the caste and class standards. Using 
nine Negroes, three women and six men, intensive sub- 
jects research, and others more cursory way, 
endeavors, from Freudian basis, psychoanalyze 
town. From life histories, psychoanalysis 
tion, draws three reasons for the continuance the 
caste economic, sexual and prestige gains 
accruing the middle class whites. train the Negro 
and compel subjugation this arrangement, caste pat- 
terns are maintained education and politics. The 


Negro who completely accommodates himself the sys- 
tem tolerated, all others are “uppity” and must either 
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their place” move they survive. Whites 
who stray out line are brought under control the 
potent weapon social ostracism. Much emphasis 
placed the forms compensation which the Negro 
seeks relieve his frustration; 
erly self-expression—through religion, aggression against 
other Negroes—explaining violent crimes against fellow 
members the race. Aggression against the white race 
and has extremely subtle. share-cropping 
area the frequent moving tenants, keeping the landlord 
constant uncertainty, example this. Whites, 
fighting the general American mores democracy and 
equal opportunity, must remain constantly aggressive, and 
they seek justification holding and spreading the belief 
that the Negroes are happy, over-sexed, childish race 
treated with rigid paternalism. 


Doctor Dollard has presented essential approach 
which study and remedy race prejudice. His conclu- 
sions are mainly true, spite of, rather than because of, 
his methodology. From very limited sample times 
generalizes for the entire South, other times pre- 
sents hearsay when could easily have verified it— 
for example, segregation practices for Negro funerals. 
the section religion, the Catholic Church entirely 
ignored. The belaboring sexual gains, symbolic inter- 
pretations and other Freudian characteristics are the 
weakest features the book. Dollard’s evaluation 
the situation one reads between the lines that while 
went “Southerntown” Northerner, assimilated 
more the white than the Negro attitude. 


The approach the problem, and the insight affords 
makes the book valuable. would much more 
worth were less Freudian and brought date. 


Peter Hogan, 
St. Joseph’s Seminary, 
Washington, 


Scribner. Feb. 


Bezzerides, Thieves’ Market. 
28, 1949. 233p. $3.00. 


Nick Garcos’ experiences trying “crack” the trucking 
game are life right off the rotten side. Not that 
Nick innocent anything except the ways the 
market. get started, attempts steal his dead 
father’s insurance money from very lovely mother. 
When this fails, browbeats the money out her 
harping her superstitious fear being cremated when 
her turn comes die. 


Nick buys truck and picks with Kennedy, 
lone-wolf failure the trucking game who volunteers 
“show him the ropes.” They buy two truckloads 
apples from farmer. tries make six hundred 
dollars the deal kneeing the farmer the belly. 
Nick insists paying the agreed price while feels 
cheated nice They head for the ’Frisco 
market. Nick has tire trouble and almost loses his neck 
repairing it. very badly cut. develops trans- 
mission trouble Nick precedes him into ’Frisco arranging 
meet him the Embarcadero market place. 


marketer the name Figlia, called “Fig” his 


cronies, spots Nick’s inexperience, lays greedy eye the 
apples and decides make something this happy 


: 
| 


opportunity. One his henchmen slashes Nick’s tire 
with axe. For which Nick beats him murderously. 


Nothing daunted, the “Fig” visits combination gambling 
joint and brothel the vicinity and arranges with Tex, 
one the younger prostitutes, lure Nick away for 
while—just long enough dispose Nick’s load 
apples. Tex succeeds pretending trouble. 
Meanwhile, the complains the cop the beat 
that the truck blocking his freight platforms. 
few moments after arranging with the law unload 
the cargo and move the truck away, Figlia sells the apples 
$6.50 per crate. 


this point, Tex develops the traditional heart gold, 
especially when Nick starts bleeding like stuck pig. She 
runs out tell Figlia and ask his help case Nick dies. 
The “Fig” doesn’t even want admit knows her. 
she goes back and tells Nick his apples are being stolen 
and what price. 


Nick goes out and gets the money, $500 cash and check 
for $3,400. Figlia goes back the same “joint” and hires 
two clip men get his check back. They can keep the 
cash. They get the check and the cash blows away 
the struggle. Nick goes the Fig for another check. 
held off. does not smash the Fig. While 
arguing, word comes that has been wrecked 
the road and burned death. 


the book closes, Figlia his way the wreck and 
Nick, wondering how can get his money without 
violence. 


This phase, and must just phase, the truckers’ 
world brutal one. violent, dirty, unmoral, cruel, 
treacherous and full snares for the unwary. Its only 
norm action the savagery survival the fittest, 
and “the fittest” are anything but fit the ethical sense. 


Bypassing the redolence sex that permeates all but the 
actual truck-driving, man’s existence portrayed sheer 
animal. The language rings true but there are values 
the book slight syrnpathy for the under- 
dog turns out sympathy for set impulses and 
tensions put upon another and more vicious set the 
same impulses. Nick never meets honest trucker 
honest marketer. And his own code honesty can 
suffer such startling variations keeping his word 
farmer and cheating his mother without any fear error 
contradiction. 


have human without human values cheapening 
the human being. ends, fact, removing the 
humanness from his make-up. leaves nothing recom- 
mend this book any class reader. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
West Baden College, 
West Baden, Indiana 


Spring, Howard. There Armour. Harper. 


Feb. 16, 1949. 436p. $3.50. 


There Armour, Howard Spring, the rambling 
chronicle more than fifty years the life Ted 
Pentecost, English country lad whose talent for paint- 
ing lifts him, without serious hardship, the eminence 
membership the Royal Academy Art. World War 


Spring Greene 
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the Depression, World War little disturb his 


placid rise modest fame and fortune. 


one point the narrative, Ted, the story-teller, writes; 
have bad habit, which trained and able 
would avoid, getting myself lost labyrinth 
and not marching resolutely forward with story.” This 
oblique apology hardly excuses the lack plot the 
book. Even the chronological the only order dis. 
cernible the book, breaks down such times the 
author slips back without warning pick loose ends, 
abruptly pushes ahead because episode engages his 
fancy. 


Hence the interest the book centers upon character 
and episode. Ted, the ro, has one trying experience 
his life. His father, who seemed sunny, 
sible fellow first, undergoes sudden conversion and 
becomes Plymouth Brother “the old enthusiastic 
breed.” Mr. Spring paints harrowing picture the 
havoc this conversion wreaks happy, humble family, 


and, for 
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Leading 
how 
becomes 

murder. 

dent and 
the truth, 
The End 
inability 
the 
turn 
life this 
The Inno 


chil 


The mealy-mouthed, self righteous saints who 


Pentecost, Sr., are caricatures which recall Ben Johnson’s 
“Zeal-of-the-land-Busy.” 


Luther Barstow, the fraudulent speculator the 


Blanche, Ted’s wilful sister; Iris Rundle, the actress 


perennial charm with whom Ted periodically unfaithful 
his wife—all these have better reason know “There 
armour against fate” than the unperturbable hero. 


The line Shirley’s poem, completed above with Mr. 
Spring’s title, states the theme the book. Mr. Spring 
calls upon Catholic War Chaplain explain the title: 
“Fate God and God love.” Let hope that neither 
battle fatigue nor shell shock ever made Catholic chap- 
lain the last war, any war, utter such unguarded 
inanity that speaking fate the sense which 
the author conceives it. For the fate against which his 
characters have armour one that leads the principals 
the story marital infidelities, not blatantly 
quently, Amber’s fate did, but complacently and 
casually. Mr. Spring and his “characters” know well the 
implications the Seventh Commandment. Luther Bar- 
stow thus the villain the piece. But they are all 
blissfully unaware the Sixth. 


would unfair not note that the style the book 
slick enough sell many copies America. Mr. 
Spring has nice feeling for the right words. Beyond 
that, one can only wonder whether Hollywood will 
duce the story “B” “C” movie. 


Joseph Kelly, 

LeMoyne College, 

Syracuse 


Viking. Feb. 14, 


Greene, Graham. Stories. 
1949. 247p. $2.75. 


This collection the short stories written Graham 


Greene between 1929 and 1948. 


them, Mr. Greene penetrates the surface struggles 
cross-section human types variety situations, 
probe the intimate recesses the mind. The style 
graphic, cinematic, without flourish. master sus 
author never fails hold the reader’s attention 
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and, for daring emphasis, makes appropriate use the 
unexpected turn. writes children their impres- 
years, their innocence; youth rebellion 
against discipline and order; men hunted authority, 
their own consciences; near madmen, corpses, sacrilege, 
the thin line between life and death. 


Leading off with The Basement Room, Greene intimates 
how small boy, his first association with adult affairs, 
becomes involved the intrigues unpremeditated 
murder. Would the old man have forgotten the inci- 
dent and died peace had not, child, telling 
the truth, implicated his friend, the family servant Baines? 
End the Party describes episode where the 
inability child, afraid the dark, understood 
the adult world, has dire consequences. 
turn given the emotion fear that dominated the 
life this boy communicated death twin brother. 
Innocent contrasts the adult point view with that 
child, convey how the loss innocence carries 
misinterprets the beautiful for the gross. 


The Hint Explanation, one the stories not 
previously published America, Greene, Catholic, 
knowingly define the eternal values the 
struggle good and evil. When, chance, Agnostic 
Catholic are drawn together discuss “by inevi- 
progression, God,” the believer attempts interpret 
mystery suffering extends the corruption 
purpose, from his own childhod. boy, had 
the altar. Catholic, had felt the 
animosity the majority the villagers where lived. 
One man, baker, though called himself free-thinker, 
particularly venomous against Catholicism. Strangely, 
cultivated the child’s friendship the bribe allow- 
ing him play with electric railway. The toy train 
iwas finally offered reward the boy would steal the 
Communion for the other, who planned 
It. The penalty, failing this, was physical 
torture. The urgency the baker’s unholy desire 
the Host impresses upon the child It’s “infinite 
value.” the story ends, the Agnostic catches glimpse 
the speaker’s Roman collar and glimmer under- 
standing pierces through the shadows. This faintly 
Henry Scobie’s struggle with, happily, 
more desirable consequence. 


humour prevails When Greek Meets Greek 
two confidence men, their efforts out-smart each 
other, underestimate the abilities the younger genera- 
tion. Pooling their resources, the niece one and the 
son the other, manage turn the tables and hood-wink 
their elders with streamlined efficiency. 


Many other tales are included, all stamped with the 
“Greene” trademark. The decayed backgrounds tropi- 
cal Africa appear Chance for Mr. Lever and part 
novel, The Other Side the Border, which was 
abandoned the author when Brighton Rock claimed 
attention. 

Those who enjoy the work Graham Greene will find 


the short story will rewarded studying them. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Wise 
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Shepherd the Valley. Bruce. 
Feb. 15, 1949. $2.75. 


1906, when young Father Eugene began the work his 
mission the barren settlement San Felipe, the Valley 
the Rio Grande had not yet entirely emerged from that 
phase the early pioneer West, more familiarly desig- 
nated “wild.” land speculators and 
political agitators, aimless vagrants get-rich-quick 
settlers, mingled among the poor and ragged Mexican 
“wetbacks,” were only part the odd assortment in- 
habitants this strange region which the cosmopolitan- 
reared priest was “shepherd” for some two score years. 
the story follows Father Eugene his work among this 
unique flock during these forty-some years, becomes 
more evident that the life the missionary goes far 
beyond his priestly duties baptizing, uniting happy 
couples the holy sacrament Matrimony, comforting 
the sick and dying, and mediating petty family disrup- 
tions. Murder, hatred, revenge, conflicts with interna- 
tional authorities, even final struggle-to-the-death with 
communist sympathizers are some the myriad problems 
saintly Father Eugene encounters his long and fruitful 
ministry. 
any fault found this gentle narrative might 
attributed the author’s over-ambitiousness 
tempting cover too long period history. Conse- 
quently the warmth and penetrating simplicity which 
mark the major portion the novel are lost ap- 
proach our own day. Yet remains 
work that should appeal wide variety readers. 
Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York City 


Ellson, Hal. Duke. Scribner. Feb. 14, 1949. 


Drawing upon his work “recreational therapist” with 
delinquent boys, the author has taken data from records 
and interviews with hundreds boys base for 
novel about 15-year old gang leader. The synthesis 
many boys’ experiences into few months one 
boy’s life does not lack unity credibility until the 
author’s own social consciousness and Freudian ideas 
creep into the mind and actions his victim. Told 
the story through the lips the boy himself, this 
symbolism and its occasional lapse into near-poetry (i.e., 
“when the city has voice its own,” 61), plus the 
boy’s mature strategy, weaken the structure the novel 
and the personality the main character. The facts 
which the story based are all too believable, shocking 
and revolting they are. 


are given world which teen-age boy must belong 
gang survive, which not have white blood 
and thin lips and narrow nose means never possess 
security, never have the girl loves, never own 
shiny cars, nice house big money. (The fact that 
many white people have none these beside the 
point.) His mother, simple, hardworking and God-fear- 
ing, works white people’s houses all day and after feed- 
ing her family the evening goes prayer meeting. His 
stepfather drinks escape the frustration induced 
never being able support his family. His big brother 
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242 Webster Index 
quiet, decent and studious, deeply concerned over the 
evidences Duke’s waywardness. None them, whether 
threatening pleading, can save him from becoming 
out-and-out criminal. 


duct clear-headed delirium. There mere 
lin raving its writing. 
Admitting certain excellences—a lean, supple prose style 
chiselled ‘and polished like miniature marble; sharply 
penetrating eye that pierces hypocrisy but seldom can see 
anything beneath the mask but what was determined 
find; feeling for the sun and red soil South 
landscapes—one must also admit the book feline, feral, 
and more than somewhat fetid. Like the “lily that 
ters,” this spinsterish cry havoc worse than the 
vilest weed,” (and don’t mind that metaphorical megrim), 
Devout Anglicans will horrified, scandalized. Good 
Christians will more than half revolted Miss 
ster’s impudence. And “Ceremony Innocence” 
pudent; not malicious. 


follow the boy through skirmishes with enemy gangs, 
both sides armed with knives deadly home-made 
guns; through marihuana sales, distribution and smoking; 
through sex encounters moviehouse, park the gang’s 
own brothel; through parties for which the liquor has 
been casually stolen and the cars easily “lifted”; through 
brutal brushes with the police. Most convincing the 
unfamiliar are the accounts the day-after depression 
following marihuana and whiskey (and/or gin and wine) 
party. The delusions the voice that calls his name 
from distance, his girl’s face forming among the cracks 
his bedroom wall, his Oedipus complex about his 
mother, his dreams, his guilt-complex connected with the 
one-legged man, and his fixed idea about his hands 
becoming smaller and his voice changing—these are dra- 
matic but the layman overabundant. 


The author makes clear that, while Duke’s being 
Negro adds his inability adjust society which 
never gives him chance, other races and nationals (Irish, 
Italian, Puerto Rican and Chinese) are equally 
vicious environment with equally unfortunate results. The 
reader’s chief reaction shock that such conditions can 
exist, and indignation that human lives should wasted 
callously. For the central figure, the pity tinged 
with detachment. This Bigger Thomas; neither 
depth nor richness detail nor completeness person- 
ality does Duke approach Richard Wright’s characteriza- 
tion his unfortunate hero. The Harlem boy remains 
case history segment diseased society. 


The story peopled almost entirely parsons and nuns 
the Church England British South Africa. And, 
oddly, all are “high church,” what are called 
Catholic.” There are Roman Catholics Calvinists 


sight. 


Into convent Anglican nuns transplanted, from 
England, young buxom novice, transparently named 
Sibyl, who proves disturbingly clairvoyant, 
audiente, and self-possessed mock modern Jeanne 
Supposedly obedience her “voices,” she 
allows herself become pregnant, single nocturnal 
and clandestine adventure with the ribald writer-brother 
one the clergy nearby. Her condition and its con- 
sequences the convent, the clerical community, 
form the crux the conflict. She prophesies that her 
child will win the world after suffering much from it, and 
herself declares mission bring confusion upon 
the Church, confusion and destruction.” One left 
shelf—not for the family draw one’s own conclusion about which Church meant. 
The story ends with the child being born kraal hut, 
complete with barnyard and mooing cows, which three 
figures are hurrying, two the less stupid the clergy 
and their black bushboy-servant. 


book for the welfare worker’s 


bookcase. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 


Scranton, Pennsylvania Invested with such obvious parody, perilously blasphe- 


mous, the Incarnation, the book might accepted only 
the score that its author, the late Miss Webster, might 
have meant describe the birth the Anti-Christ. For 
the average reader, the book unsafe, perhaps, but more 
likely boring; for the adolescent and immature, can 
poisonous. For reasons more than moral and dogmatic, 
would not “recommend” anyone. 


Webster, Elizabeth Charlotte. 
cence. Harcourt, Brace. Feb. 10, 1949. 


$2.75. 


This audacious novel, and near the blasphemy 
the most awkward insolence invite anathemas. But 
have feeling that the author has, lacking real inspira- 
tion and equipped with only stylistic restraint, overstepped 
borders not only good literary taste but fundamental 
piety. One has particulars about the authoress, save 
that she was resident South Africa and died 
long illness two weeks after receiving literary prize 
(S. African), for this work completed during her years 
illness. From the book itself, would gather that the 
lady was middle age, spinsterish, and roundly indig- Barnett, The Universe and Dr. Einstein, 
nant with the ineffectiveness religious faith which 

had found empty and decadent, consumed with convic- Bates, The Jacaranda Tree, 217. Jan. 15, 1949. IIb 
tion that truth has suffered treason the compromise Battersby, Salle, Pioneer Modern Educa- 
which that faith represented, and moved temerity tion, 233. Feb. 15, 1949. 

satire that borders the perverse, with the cold fury Bemelmans, The Best Times, 194. Dec. 1948. 
neurotic mania. “Ceremony strikes Bezzerides, Thieves’ Market, 239. Mar. 1949. 
the set defiance voice intent shocking its hearers. Bowen, The Heat the Day, 237. Mar. 1949. 
satire, has got out hand, being less exuberant 

than successful satire should be; seems the pro- Bradley, Place Hide, 190. Dec. 1948. IIb 
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